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The FGNA is a 501(c)(3)organization formed to enhance the community in which we live. Every residence on and
between the North-South boundaries (Oakland and Washington Streets) and the East-West boundaries (State and
Mercer Streets) is a member invited to join any and all events. No dues are required and activities are funded by
voluntary donations. Board member terms run for two years.

Inside this issue:

FGNA’s Little Free Libraries & their Stories
By Anne O’Neill, 1900 block of E. Jackson
Have you ever wondered about the Little Free Libraries that have popped up in Founders’
Grove? A Little Free Library is a neighborhood book exchange where everyone is invited
to take a book or leave a book. The non-profit organization strives to build community
and inspire a love of reading. If registered, libraries around the world are charted on a
map for all to find and enjoy. Volunteer stewards watch over and curate these libraries.
Neighbors in Founders’ Grove host five unique Little Free Libraries.
Da Lil Book Barn
Brenda and Tom Corcoran, 103 Warren Street
When Brenda and Tom Corcoran went on vacation several years ago,
“Da Lil Book Barn” was waiting for them at home upon arrival. “A while
back I read a Pantagraph article about Little Free Libraries. It made me
excited because I love to read. I mentioned it to my son James and he
made it from used stuff he had.” The name comes from Brenda's
childhood. Her youngest brother called her “Da” for Brenda and the
family embraced it.
While Brenda doesn't often get to see who uses the barn, one day she got to recommend
a children's book to a mother and child strolling by. When they took it, it made her day.
One time she read a really creepy book and wanted to warn the next reader, so she
wrote the word “creepy” on the inside cover. ”Those little communications are great,”
she says.
Brooke's Library, Corner of Willard and Taylor
Brooke repurposed an old Pantagraph newspaper stand that they were
selling a few years ago for her library. “The proceeds of the sales went
towards a children's literacy program which peaked my interest because
one of my favorite jobs was working in our very own public library. We
have a good amount of foot traffic coming by.”
Brooke didn't name her library but it does have a face. “There are 2 eye
stickers on it so I painted a little mouth so it looks like it has a face! I like
to add my own little artistic touches to it and change it up every now and then by painting
it a new color or putting famous quotes on it.” Right now there is a gold sun and moon
(Continued on page 3)
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FGNA Gear
Available at neighborhood events!!
Magnets and stickers: $2 each
Recyclable shopping bags:
1 for $3, 2 for $5
T Shirts:
Men’s long sleeve T $17
Men’s/Women’s short sleeve T $15
Koozies: $2 each
FGNA Goals:

• To celebrate and preserve our

neighborhood’s unique character and
history.

• To promote communication and a
sense of community between
neighbors.

• To give our neighborhood a voice in
city decision-making.

• To keep neighbors informed about
city projects that may affect them.

• To keep the neighborhood safe and
traffic under control.

• To help our neighborhood schools

FGNA Contact Info:
Facebook: www.facebook.com/FoundersGrove
FGNA’s address: 1219 E. Washington St. Bloomington, IL 61701

and businesses thrive.

• To share expert information about

topics of interest, such as gardening
and home restoration.
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Prez on the Edge
By Amanda Hill, Mercer
Some of you may not know, but FGNA will be turning 20
next year! Of course the homes we live in have been
around much longer, but back in 2001 the Founders'
Grove Neighborhood Association (FGNA) was formed
by a small group of neighbors. What began as an
association for neighborhood safety and security quickly
evolved into the start of the socially active neighborhood
we have today.
Founders' Grove is definitely an amazing place to call home. We have beautiful
tree-lined streets, homes that boast interesting architecture and character,
remnants of brick streets that were once driven on by horse and buggy, antique
pieces that remind us of days gone by like horse hitch posts that speckle our
neighborhood and the nostalgic lampposts on Harwood. However, what I believe
makes this neighborhood truly special is the diverse group of people who live here.
This neighborhood is truly worth celebrating! We plan to observe this milestone
anniversary with a trip down memory lane in our newsletter. There will be a yearlong celebration of events, flashback announcements, trivia, and more! Please feel
free to share any interesting facts or photos you have from the last twenty years to
fgnabloomington@gmail.com. Hopefully we will be able to have a big anniversary
bash sometime next summer.
I want to take a moment to acknowledge the very first group of people who put
this neighborhood association together: Virginia Gill, Tracy Wapp, Amy Themer,
Adele Krones, Jessica Ryder, Jeanne Riordan, and David Beich. Thank you! Thank
you for your vision, your dedication to this community, and for being the beginning
of a wonderful 20 years. Here's to many more!
Happy 20th, Founders' Grove!
Cheers!

Amanda

FGNA—The Good Life: Connie, Courtney, and Everleigh
Todd Trainor, 1200 block of E. Grove St.

Connie, originally from Palatine, IL, has also lived
in California and Florida. She earned her
bachelor’s degree in education at ISU. She has
been teaching for 14 years, and is currently a
kindergarten teacher for the Olympia school
district. Courtney is from Belleville, Il near St.
Louis. She is also a teacher earning her masters
degree from ISU. She is currently in her 13th year
of teaching 7-8 grade science for the Dee-Mack
school district. Connie and Courtney met 15 years ago when they were teammates
on the Women’s ISU Rugby team. They are the proud parents of beautiful 20month-old Everleigh.

2020-2022 FGNA
Boa r d Memb er s
President: Amanda Hill
309-706-4907
Ahill8407@gmail.com

Vice President: Rochelle Gridley
309-838-2597
rochellegridley@gmail.com

Secretary: Sonya Embry
sonyajeremy@yahoo.com
Treasurer/Webmaster:
Neil Gridley
nmgridl@ilstu.edu

Social Chair: Todd Trainor
tnt98@comcast.net

Block Captain Coordinator:
Matt Lollar
lollarmatt@hotmail.com

Newsletter Editor:
Sandra Underwood
sandra.underwood@frontier.com
•

Social Media: Rhonda Massie
rmassie@hotmail.com

Historian: Rochelle Gridley
rochellegridley@gmail.com

E-List Manager: Bob Dawson
Bob@Dawson1.com

Member at Large: Matt Lollar
lollarmatt@hotmail.com

Member at Large: Todd Vincent
jtvincent@att.net

Connie enjoys running, reading, and DA Bears! Courtney enjoys gardening, landscaping, and LOVES to clean!!
Connie and Courtney have always loved this area for it’s unique character of homes and residents, as well as pride of
ownership. Their previous home of 10 years sold in 24 hours. They then found their “forever” home which has a vintage
bathroom which they take pride. They both are looking forward to attending many FGNA events, but especially Pizza in
The Grove (hopefully in 2021!), future happy hours (I met them at the Oct happy hour). They both mentioned possibly
hosting one in 2021.
Welcome to your forever home in your forever neighborhood!
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on the back. Early on, Brooke and her daughter painted it and had neighbors and friends sign it. One thing that remains the
same is the original quote, “Something New Every Day.”
Patricia's Library, 1601 E. Taylor
Patricia has lived in her home for a year and it came with a Little Free Library that was built by the previous
owner. If you look closely enough, you can see that the library resembles the actual house! Don't forget to
get a book though. Patricia adds to it and so do many neighbors. Many books have been exchanged over the
past six months so there is always something new and interesting to read.
Shanell and Dustin Schulz's Library, 1505 E. Jackson
Check out shannelsbooknook @ instagram https://www.instagram.com/shannelsbooknook
Shanell's interest in reading was sparked when she took a high school class on novels. She wasn't a big
reader at the time, but then started an Instrgram account when her friends started asking her for
recommendations. “I saw a TED Talk by the founder of Little Free Library and thought it was so cool that
you could get little perks like book discounts and free bundles- mostly children's books- for the
neighborhood.”
Shanell was hooked, so woodworker Dustin got busy designing and building a library. He went to the Old House Society and
got an old medicine cabinet and made it as Shanell's Christmas gift. The best perks: “Just today a bunch of children's books
appeared. I get lots of donations. One time a family was walking by and a child of around 3 or 4 said ‘Mom let's look in the
library!'‘”
Carla Smith Hannie Legacy Library
Jane Smith and Liz Guzaldo, 1920 E. Jackson
Jane Smith practically raised herself in a small town library. “That was my sanctuary.” So it was no surprise
when she got her library science degree and is now a librarian at Parkland Collage Library. She had always
wanted a Little Free Library and dedicated this one to her sister's memory. Friend and neighbor Sue Jansky
was gracious enough to build it and install it. It's all designed with reclaimed wood.
This library has mascots too: “Cicadas have shed their shells there and our dog Lou keeps watch. He likes
to announce when someone is there. It's exciting to see people taking stuff and bringing stuff. I just love it.
There are a couple of kids who are regulars and they have asked how often the children's books are refreshed. I love that
kind of interest.” Along with neighbors' donations, Jane loves to stock the library with popular fiction and children's books.
Her choices reflect how she wants it to be: “I want to be a good steward.”
For more information on Free Little Libraries go to https://littlefreelibrary.org/

Congratulations to Ed & Cyn Landiss of 1207 E. Grove for
being the recipients of the FGNA beautification award!!
‘
Check out the following places for updates: fgna.org and https://www.facebook.com/FoundersGrove
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Social News
By Todd Trainor, 1200 block of E. Grove

Ready or not, things are changing quickly; fall colors, cooler temperatures, leaves to be
raked, and preparations for the winter elements. The FGNA board has focused on
providing activities within the CDC guidelines for safety for all, as most of us are
working from home with children being schooled virtually. Warmer temperatures
allowed for creative events, many new to our ‘hood: outdoor monthly happy hours,
scavenger hunts, outdoor movie night, music guilds, annual palooza, story time in The
Grove, and our first annual Founders’ Grove Backyard Bazaar.
The bazaar came together well with several vendors and artists from the
‘hood, and others from within Bloomington/Normal displaying and selling
their arts and goods. We received several positive comments from the
vendors as well as the guest who attended, in return meaning there will be
a 2nd Bazaar in the fall of 2021!
In November, rather than having our traditional Friday night happy hour,
we are planning something a little different. Come and support your
local business owners, Friday, November 13, 2020 @5:30pm- 8:00pm, for
our Vendor Truck Bonanza!! Healthy in a Hurry, Curbside Grillin, and
Luxe Street Boutique Fashion Truck will be set up at 1219 East Grove
Street in the Centennial Christian Church parking lot. We hope to see you there grabbing a
bite to eat, while getting a little Fall outfit shopping done. Please bring your own chair to visit
with others!
The Founders’ Grove Neighborhood board members would like to congratulate as well as
WELCOME all of the new homeowners to the ‘hood. One moment a “For Sale” signs pop
up, and next you know, a wonderful “SOLD” appears, which is awesome for all parties
involved. Welcome to the BEST darn neighborhood on the planet!!
Be on the watch coming soon…Founders’ Grove Neighborhood Association’s 20th year
anniversary in 2021!! Be Well! Todd

Join up at Centennial Christian Church parking lot, Sunday, December 6, 5:00 p.m.
Music will be provided. Come bundled up with a song in your heart and share the joy of the season
with selected homes in the ‘hood!
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Back in the Day
Rochelle Gridley, 1900 Block E. Grove

In the 1940s you bought popcorn BEFORE you went into the theater. At the Castle Theater,
on Washington Street, the man who sold popcorn and nuts for movie goers was George
Milonas. He sold popcorn out of a tiny building that had no heat and no air conditioning,
summer and winter. In 1954 he upgraded his popcorn stand from a wooden structure to a
gleaming stainless steel and glass cubicle.
George "Miller" Milonas was a resident of Founders' Grove. He and his wife lived at 303 South
Willard Street with their five children. In 1940 they were boarding out part of the house to
another family, probably to make ends meet.
George came from Zakynthos, Greece to the States in 1911 at age 13. He met and married his wife, Adeline Elizabeth Clurer
in Pekin, IL in 1925.
George died on January 5, 1961 after working all day at his popcorn stand. He had worked nearly every day from about 11
am to midnight for 28 years, taking just one vacation to visit his homeland. In his obituary it was noted that he had at one
time had a membership at the Y, but since no one at the Y knew his last name, his membership card was made out to
"George Popcorn."

Neighbor-to-Neighbor Classifieds
Local services available in your own backyard!!
Sandra Underwood, 309-830-6525
Offering free singing telegrams to Founders’ Grove area. Contact me for date and time. Happy to sing any song I know.
Casper or Josie Trainor, 309-828-8863
“Casper the Friendly Pet Sitter” in Founders’ Grove— reliable, responsible & reasonable.
Katie Graehling, penguinqueen14@hotmail.com or 309-830-2942
Available for dog walking, babysitting, pet sitting , mother’s helper, mowing, yard work
Seeki ng or want i ng t o offer a se rv ice? Nei g hbor - t o - Nei ghbo r Cla ss ifi eds i s a f re e one - t ime se rv ice
ava il abl e t o you! Con t act : sand ra .unde rwo od@front ie r. com
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In Plain Sight
Answers
from
3Q
Newsletter 1806 E Jackson St

208 Kreitzer

View standing east bound in
the alley south of Grove
and Vale

1421 E. Olive St.

2nd floor window, alley
side of 4 Harwood Place

Clip-N-Save Calendar
Dates and events listed below are to the best of FGNA board knowledge at the time of print.
Stay tuned to the FGNA Facebook page, emails, or contact a board member for updated information.
We can’t wait to see you!
- November Fri. Nov. 13: FGNA Vendor Truck Bonanza (replaces
Happy Hour); 5:30 p.m. Hosts: Centennial Christian
Church parking lot, 1219 E. Grove St.
Thurs. Nov. 19: Mystery Lover’s Book Club; 7:00 p.m.
ZOOM.
Tues. Nov. 24: Washington Street Book Club; 7:00 p.m.
ZOOM. rochellegridley@gmail.com
- December Sun. Dec. 6: Christmas Caroling; 5:00 p.m. Meet at
Centennial Christian Church parking lot, 1219 E. Grove St.
Fri. Dec. 11: Happy Hour; 5:30 p.m. Hosts: TBD
Sat. Dec. 12: FGNA Silent Auction - Watch social media
and email for more details.

Thurs. Dec. 17: Mystery Lover’s Book Club; 7:00 p.m.
ZOOM.
Tues. Dec. 22: Washington Street Book Club; 7:00 p.m.
ZOOM. rochellegridley@gmail.com
- January Thurs. Jan. 7: FGNA Member Meeting; 7:00 p.m. Tentative
ZOOM meeting. Watch social media/email for updates.
Thurs. Jan 21: Mystery Lover’s Book Club; 7:00 p.m. Host:
Jen Johnson, Zoom
Fri. Jan. 22: FGNA 1st quarter newsletter items due end of
day to Sandra @ sandra.underwood@frontier.com
Tues. Jan. 26: Washington Street Book Club; 7:00 p.m. See
email for Zoom details. rochellegridley@gmail.com
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