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The FGNA is a 501(c)(3)organization formed to enhance the community in which we live. Every residence on and between the North-South boundaries
(Oakland and Washington Streets) and the East-West boundaries (State and Mercer Streets) is a member invited to join any and all events. No dues are
required and activities are funded by voluntary donations. Board member terms run for two years.

What’s Poppin’ at Donny B’s Gourmet Popcorn Shop

Inside this issue:

B y T a r a H e n r y , 1 3 0 0 b l o c k o f E a st Wa sh i n g t o n
Midwesterners love corn. We played in cornfields as
kids and we proudly list detassling as our first
pre-teen job. We smile with closed-eyed sentiment
every time we messily enjoy our first summer ear of
corn, and we don’t use those Pottery Barn pokers
to hold it, because real corn-fed Illinoisans know
that you have to hold the ear, feel the ear, respect
the ear that soaked up summer sun to produce its
buttery deliciousness just for us.
FGNA resident and fellow Midwestern-raised
Donny Bounds is taking his love of corn a bit
further…he has opened Donny B’s Gourmet
Popcorn and Gifts within biking distance of our
neighborhood.

Corn Born
Donny Bounds was born in Minonk, but has been a Bloomington resident since 1986
and currently lives in the red-brick Colonial at 1306 East Washington Street. He has a
background in Nursing, first as a Registered Nurse at Bromenn, then in management at
The Millennium Pain Center, as well as in education, as adjunct faculty at the Mennonite
College of Nursing. Donny also has an independent consulting business where he
oversees the personal care of individuals in our community, and owns Allied Properties,
which is comprised of 77 rental units, 10 of which are located in Founders’ Grove.
The Thought Kernel that Became a Reality
Donny recently retired from his management position and was thinking about what was
next for him, when he visited Dell’s Popcorn Shop in Springfield. He realized that
opening a Popcorn Shop was an appealing thought, so he began researching the
possibility. He decided to open a non-franchise store, and started his plan from scratch.
Donny identified his shop location: west of the Bloomington Post Office, in the building
that years ago was a gas station (1220 Towanda Avenue). He went to Popcorn
University outside of Dallas for 2 days, learning how to make a quality product and
obtaining proven recipes upon which he could spin his own flavors. Donny hired 12
employees and opened his shop on December 6th. His popcorn is popped fresh daily
and his mixes use all real cheddar cheeses (no powders), real chocolate, and a huge
variety of seasonings: dill, buffalo spice, blue cheese, beer cheese, s’more, salted
caramel, chili lime, loaded baked potato, and more. He obtains his kernels and cheeses
from a local provider in Galesburg and has a variety of other candies that he has handchosen from American-based companies, including the Albanese candy factory that is
(Continued on page 3)
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FGNA Gear
Available at neighborhood events!!
2019 Calendars available!! $5
Sweatshirts: Hoodies $25
Crewneck $20
Magnets and stickers: $2 each
Recyclable shopping bags:
1 for $3, 2 for $5
T Shirts:
Men’s long sleeve T $17
Men’s/Women’s short sleeve T $15
Koozies: $2 each

FGNA Goals:

• To celebrate and preserve our

neighborhood’s unique character and
history.

• To promote communication and a
sense of community between
neighbors.

• To give our neighborhood a voice in
city decision-making.

• To keep neighbors informed about
city projects that may affect them.

• To keep the neighborhood safe and
traffic under control.

• To help our neighborhood schools
and businesses thrive.

• To share expert information about

topics of interest, such as gardening
and home restoration.
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Thoughts from the Prez
By Matt Lollar, 1300 block of E. Grove

2017-2019 FGNA

2018 was a great year for the Founders’ Grove Neighborhood Association!

Boa r d Memb er s

Even when weather tried to challenge a few of our events,
the FGNA successfully pulled off everything that we set out
on the calendar. In fact, we had more events last year than
any other in FGNA history! We continued our monthly
happy hours, ongoing annual events, and added several
more through the course of the year. That means enjoying
more smiles, making even more memories together, and
building rich community our neighborhood offers so well!
This year, the FGNA Board is at it again! Plan on our traditions like an Easter Egg
Hunt, Plant Exchange, Summer Solstice, 4th of July Parade/potluck, Vinyl Hullabaloo,
Palooza, and Pizza Oven event… but also expect to see more offerings come up.
We so appreciate the kind donations of our neighbors and local business partners.
Because of the generosity of so many, and the dedication of our FGNA board,
creative new events continue to be a success. Because of you, our neighborhood
continues to thrive!
Just to remind everyone, the FGNA is a not-for-profit organization with no annual
dues, so we rely on generous contributions from our neighbors. If you are
interested in making a direct donation to the FGNA, please reach out to any board
member. Receiving donations each year is what enables us to keep offering more
great times in the neighborhood.
Thanks to all of you, and see you around the hood,
Matt Lollar

Oakland School Happenings and Dates
Thursday, 2/7 – PTO Meeting 6:30 Oakland LMC
Monday, 2/11 – No school – School Improvement Day
Monday, 2/18 – No School – President’s Day
Friday, 3/1 –No School Parent Teacher Conferences
Thursday, 3/7 – PTO Meeting 6:30 Oakland LMC
Friday, 3/22 – ½ Day of school
Monday—Friday, 3/25-3/29 – Spring Break!
Thursday, 4/4 – PTO Meeting 6:30 Oakland LMC
Thursday, 4/11 – Pre Registration for Kindergarteners
coming to Oakland in the Fall 2019
Monday—Friday, 4/22-26 – Scholastic Book Fair
Thursday, 5/2- PTO Meeting 6:30 Oakland LMC
Friday, 5/3 – School Carnival
Friday, 5/17 – Relay for Life Walk Day
Thursday, 5/23 – Last Day of school (if no emergency days are used)

President: Matt Lollar
779-875-8450
lollarmatt@hotmail.com

Vice President: Tara Henry
309-532-4556
tarahenry@gmail.com

Secretary: Sonya Embry
sonyajeremy@yahoo.com
Treasurer/Webmaster:
Neil Gridley
nmgridl@ilstu.edu

Social Chair: Todd Trainor
tnt98@comcast.net

Block Captain Coordinator:
Matt Lollar
lollarmatt@hotmail.com

Newsletter Editor:
Sandra Underwood
sandra.underwood@frontier.com

Social Media: Rhonda Massie
rmassie@hotmail.com

Historian: Rochelle Gridley
rochellegridley@hotmail.com

E-List Manager: Bob Dawson
Bob@Dawson1.com

Member at Large: Amanda Hill
Ahill8407@yahoo.com

Member at Large: Brett Stevens
brett@armstrongburns.com

Be sure to follow the Oakland Facebook page for more events!

FGNA Contact Info:
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/FoundersGrove
FGNA’s address:
PO Box 3731, Bloomington, IL 61702
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famous for its gummies, and little candy pipes that come from a small family-owned maker in Indiana. Donny employs a fulltime culinary master, trained at Le Cordon Bleu in Minneapolis. She handmakes chocolates, filled confections, turtles, and
dipped raisins and pretzels. The chocolate-making process can be watched in the store at a windowed viewing station, as can
all other popcorn preparation.
Donny has some expansion plans: he is developing a green space façade and will have patio seating before the summer, when
he intends to start selling ice cream and slushies. He also will be opening a drive-up window on the south side of the building
to accommodate advance orders of all sizes.
Donny B’s Popcorn Shop is open Tuesday through Saturday, 10am to 7pm, and on Sunday from 11am to 5pm. Pick up a treat
for your loved one, a teacher, or yourself and support our Founders’ Grove neighbor, Donny B!
Bring your family to Donny B's for a "Behind the Scenes" demonstration of the Popcorn-Making
and Chocolate-Making Process, by FGNA resident and owner Donny Bounds.

Donny will discuss the science of popping corn, fun facts about the process, how to blend
cheeses and flavors, how to make caramel corn, as well as how the gourmet store hand-makes
their assortment of chocolate confections.

Sunday,
May 5, 4-5:30p.m.

Attendees will have an opportunity to make their own custom-flavored popcorn blend to
take-home. There is no fee to attend the demonstration, only for the products that are made
and taken home.
Space is limited to 10 guests, so please reserve your spot by sending an email
to fgnabloomington@gmail.com.

Founders’ Grove, Dimmitt’s Grove, & Downtown
residents will take part in a Crockpot Throwdown
in the Greenhouse at AB Hatchery.
Prizes & Bragging Rights awarded for:
• Best Tasting Main Dish
• Most Unique Main Dish
• Best Tasting Side Dish
AB Hatchery will provide prizes as well as plenty of extension cords and tables.
Neighbors and friends are encouraged to bring their favorite crock pot (full of food) and their beverage of choice.
Tickets for voting can be purchased at a cost of 6 for $5.
Each ticket purchased will double as an entry for a 50/50 raffle.
Awards and raffle will take place around 4:15pm.
Direct questions to: FGNABloomington@gmail.com

‘

•
•
•
•
•
•

Check out the following
places for updates:
fgna.org and https://
www.facebook.com/FoundersGrove
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Social News
By Todd Trainor, 1200 block of E. Grove
Hello, is SPRING here yet???
As I’m writing this all I can think about is warmer weather and what activities can be
outside. Well…the countdown is on with less than 45 days to the official 1st day of
spring (March 20), so be patient!!
The board has introduced some new activities in addition to the traditional ones for
2019. Please see in this edition under the Clip n’ Save for additional details for our
Micro Brew crawl, and the Crockpot Throwdown. Founders’ Grove loves changing it up
to bring new exciting activities to our hood as we all know change is current and good
for all.
We are a community of supporters who love to keep it local, with this said I encourage
everyone to support local. We have excellent family owned bakeries, a Co-op grocery
store, downtown restaurants, drinking establishments, downtown shops, etc. as well as
our local mall. When we shop local it stays local, supporting our schools, government
and keeps local peeps employed, so consider this before you click!
Stay Warm!
Todd

Ann ual FG NA Pl ant Exc han ge
B y A n n e & T od d O ’ N e i l l , 1 9 0 0 b l o ck of J a ck s on
What we enjoy most: Seeing the neighbors for one of the first times in the spring. Everyone is
happy to be outside.
Memorable moments: One year it was 80 degrees and we had more people that year than
ever. Many were new to the event, and there were many new types of plants shared. It was like a
huge party and lots of fun.
Most unusual thing offered/taken: Years ago, we had a huge, round cement slab that we were
giving away. It was under a bird bath that was here from the previous owner. We thought we
were stuck with it forever, but then J and Cassie from the Magic House actually rolled it home,
painted a ying yang on it and put it right in the middle of their yard. Why didn’t we think of that?
How did the plant exchange get started?: We’ve been doing it for over 10 years. It started
with the FGNA Garden Club. We were actually nominated because of our driveway but now we have it in the back yard if
the weather is good - More fun and easier to clean up.
Helpful tips/tricks for participating in the plant exchange:
 Label what you bring: Name of plant/bloom time/type of sun/shade
 No need to pot the plant. Just wrapping a plastic bag around the roots is good enough for someone to get it home
without a fuss
 Bring a box to take your new plants home
 Enjoy your time

Come to the Annual FGNA Plant Exchange:
Saturday, May 18, 10:00-11:00 a.m. Hosted by Anne & Todd O’Neill, 1923 E. Jackson St.
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Newlyweds to Empty-Nesters: The Shavers have spent a lifetime here
By Son ya E mbry, 1300 b lock of E. Grove

Ask Stu and Teresa Shaver about their life in Founders’ Grove and the stories (and smiles) come pouring.
…The night they moved three houses down from Warner to Grove. A group of neighbors said they’d give them a boost
moving a few smaller things the night before and ended up moving the whole household. “Pretty soon you see dressers
coming down the sidewalk. People were setting up beds upstairs,” Stu said. “By 10 or 11 that night we were all moved, sitting
on the porch, drinking a beer.”
… Or the fun they had as neighbors filtered into their annual New Year’s Eve party, including some characters.
The Shavers have lived in the Founders’ Grove neighborhood a
total of 35 years this spring. They moved in as a newly married
couple expecting their first child and raised three boys and a girl in
a house on Warner before moving to 1512 E. Grove in 1997,
where they still live. Now the toys in the front yard are for the
grandsons, 5 and 6 months who, as a matter of fact, also live
elsewhere in the neighborhood.
Both homes in the neighborhood the Shavers lived in needed
extensive work from the start. Severely cracked walls, windows about falling out. They did all the work themselves in both
homes – often with help from neighbors who used to move from house to house, helping each other with projects in their
fixer-uppers.
“When we first moved into the neighborhood, there were a ton of older couples. The houses were big and hard to take care
of,” Stu said. “Many had fallen into disrepair. Fortunately for all of us, younger families moved in – and they continue to –
breathing continued life into the neighborhood in the form of new roofs and updated wiring; as well as a fresh set of kiddos
for events like the annual 4th of July Parade.”
One of the neighborhood traditions Teresa enjoys most is Halloween.
“We’ve been doing Halloween on Grove Street for many years,” she said, noting part of the pleasure is seeing students who
have passed through her kindergarten classroom at Washington School. “The crowd is just amazing. It’s a lot of fun.”

Before Founders’ Grove became an actual association in 2001 and social events across the larger area became common,
homeowners on Warner used to close the block for a chili cookoff or other parties a couple times a year. These are such
fond memories.
“Our kids all grew up together for so long … that’s kind of a neat thing. We’re all still friends,” Stu said, noting many from
their corner of Founders’ Grove are all still here – the Arseneaults, the Waldorfs, the Riordans. “In a lot of ways it’s changed,
but in a lot of ways it’s still the same.”
“There’s a lot of old-fashioned-ness left in this neighborhood,” he added. “Walking to school…. I love the fact that it’s a frontporch neighborhood – to see people and talk to people. Your core friends live here. I love everything about this
neighborhood. I can’t imagine leaving it.”
So it’s not surprising to hear that – despite a large home filled with unique touches – the Shavers’ favorite room is … their
front porch. Without a doubt.
Know a Neighbor?
If you have a suggestion for someone in the neighborhood to profile in the newsletter or have your own
memories of the neighborhood you’d like to share, send ideas to sonyajeremy@yahoo.com.

Neighbor-to-Neighbor Classifieds
Local services available in your own backyard!!
Casper or Josie Trainor, 309 -828-8863
“Ca spe r t he F rie ndl y Pet Sit t er ” in Fou nde rs ’ Gro ve — r el iab le, res pons ibl e & rea sona ble.
Seeki ng or want i ng t o offer a se rv ice? Nei g hbor - t o - Nei ghbo r Cla ss ifi eds i s a f re e one - t ime se rv ice
ava il abl e t o you! Con t act : sand ra .unde rwo od@front ie r. com
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FGNA Young Artist Corner
Meet Annette & Pete Benjamin of Kreitzer Ave!
Hometown:
Annette: Bloomington, IL
Pete: Ellsworth, IL
Profession:
Annette: Administrative Assistant
Pete: farming the family farm
Children:
3 all grown

Rainbow
by Cambria

Why did you choose Founders’ Grove 30 years ago?
Admired the area, location, location!!
What do you like best about your block:
Unity within the neighbors, traditional progressive dinners, summer
block party, friends. =)

Giraffe
by Bunker John

What are your favorite FGNA functions:
Monthly Happy Hours, Palooza, Yoga in The Grove. Love taking
walks in the Grove admiring the fabulous variety of architectural
styles.

Clip-N-Save Calendar
- February Fri. Feb. 16: Micro Brew Lyft/Uber Crawl; 4:00 p.m. Meet
at Centennial Christian Church
Thurs. Feb. 21: Mystery Lover’s Book Club; 7:00 p.m.
1413 E. Grove St. jsjohnson1413@comcast.net
Sun. Feb. 24: Euchre Night: 3:30 p.m. 1219 E.
Washington St. Limited to 20 people. Contact:
leisa.barbour7@gmail.com
Tues. Feb. 26: Washington Street Book Club; 7:00 p.m.
1219 E. Washington St. rochellegridley@gmail.com
- March Sun. Mar. 3; Crock Pot Throwdown vs. Dimmitt’s Grove
& Downtown; 2:00—4:00 p.m. Hosts: AB Hatchery, 916
E. Grove St.
Thurs. Mar. 7: FGNA Member Meeting; 7:00 p.m.
Centennial Christian Church.
Fri. Mar. 8: Happy Hour; 5:30 p.m. Host: TBD Theme:
St. Patrick’s Day
Thurs. Mar. 21: Mystery Lover’s Book Club; 7:00 p.m.
1413 E. Grove St. jsjohnson1413@comcast.net
Sun. Mar. 24: Euchre Night: 5:30 p.m. Location TBD
Limited to 20 people. Contact: leisa.barbour7@gmail.com
Tues. Mar. 26: Washington Street Book Club; 7:00 p.m.
1219 E. Washington rochellegridley@gmail.com
- April -

Fri. Apr. 12: Happy Hour; 5:30 p.m. Host: Andrea & Jeremy
Helmer, 1230 E. Washington St. Wrapped candy donations
welcome for Easter Egg Hunt.
Sun. Apr. 14: Easter Egg Hunt; 2:00 p.m. Sharp. “The
Grove”, 1222 E. Grove St.
Thurs. Apr. 18: Mystery Lover’s Book Club; 7:00 p.m. 1413
E. Grove St. jsjohnson1413@comcast.net
Tues. Apr. 23: Washington Street Book Club; 7:00 p.m.
1219 E. Washington rochellegridley@gmail.com
Sun. Apr 28: Euchre Night: 5:30 p.m. Location TBD
Limited to 20 people. Contact: leisa.barbour7@gmail.com
- May Sun. May 5: “Behind the Scenes at Donny B’s”; 4:00-5:30
p.m. Space is limited to 10 guests, please reserve your spot by
sending an email to fgnabloomington@gmail.com
Fri. May 10: Happy Hour; 5:30 p.m. Hosts: Sandy & Jeff
Thompson, 1513 E. Olive St.
Thurs. May. 16: Mystery Lover’s Book Club; 7:00 p.m. 1413
E. Grove St. jsjohnson1413@comcast.net
Sat. May 18: Plant Exchange; 10:00-11:00 a.m. Hosts: Anne
& Todd O’Neill, 1923 E. Jackson St.
Sun. May 26: Euchre Night: 5:30 p.m. Location TBD Limited
to 20 people. Contact: leisa.barbour7@gmail.com
Tues. May. 28: Washington Street Book Club; 7:00 p.m.
1219 E. Washington St. rochellegridley@gmail.com

E-Mail Updates: Get on our E-LIST by contacting Bob Dawson, Bob@Dawson1.com or sign up at any happy
hour for breaking news, upcoming events, and announcements (FGNA never shares email addresses).
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