Founders’ Grove Neighborhood Association
www.FGNA.org
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The FGNA is a 501(c)(3)organization formed to enhance the community in which we live. Every residence on and
between the North-South boundaries (Oakland and Washington Streets) and the East-West boundaries (State and
Mercer Streets) is a member invited to join any and all events. No dues are required and activities are funded by
voluntary donations. Board member terms run for two years.
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4th of July and Founders’ Grove
By Sonya Embry, 1300 block of E. Grove
It all began with Grandma. Madelon Costigan, 1302 E Grove St, wanted something that
would keep the grandchildren busy on July 4th, but, at the same time, she wanted it to
be fun. So, she went to a dime store and bought a variety of toy instruments. She even
had a glockenspiel.
When all the grandchildren went to Grandma
Costigan’s house to celebrate the Fourth of July
in 1956, she passed out the instruments. The
oldest carried the glockenspiel and the next
oldest waved the American flag. Grandma
Costigan instructed her grandchildren to parade
around the block. This marked the first East
Grove Street Parade. The first parade didn’t
have bicycles or wagons. As a matter of fact, the
only set of wheels was a stroller for the
youngest participant. When the children
returned from their march, Grandma Costigan was on the front porch to greet them
with ice cream bars and popcorn. After the first parade, Grandma Costigan said, “We
all looked forward to it, my goodness.”
According to Grandma Costigan’s daughter, Susie Reidy, 503 E Chestnut St, the only
requirements for the earlier parades was to “make noise and wave the flag.” She said
marchers would always sing the parade’s traditional song, “I’m a Yankee Doodle
Dandy.” It wasn’t long before all the neighborhood children began participating in the
event. Mrs Reidy said, “The parade kept picking up more and more kids as it went along
down the street.” “You never really know who’ll show up,” daughter-in-law Marilyn
Costigan, 1321 E Grove St, chimed in. The story begins at Grandma Costigan’s but, it
doesn’t end there.

Based on a Pantagraph article from 1978, neighborhood kids once held several planning
meetings leading up to the big day – but they never could quite pull off actual floats.
Dogs and cats were always part of the event. One year, there were even ducks. “This is
Champ’s first year. He’s just a puppy,” Casey Costigan, then 12, said in 1978, when he
served as parade chairman. “Morris will be in the parade – he’s Fisher’s cat.”
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FGNA Gear
Available at neighborhood events!!
Magnets and stickers: $2 each
Recyclable shopping bags:
1 for $3, 2 for $5
T Shirts:
Men’s long sleeve T $17
Men’s/Women’s short sleeve T $15
Koozies: $2 each
FGNA Goals:

• To celebrate and preserve our

neighborhood’s unique character and
history.

• To promote communication and a
sense of community between
neighbors.

• To give our neighborhood a voice in
city decision-making.

• To keep neighbors informed about
city projects that may affect them.

(Continued on page 3)

• To keep the neighborhood safe and
traffic under control.

• To help our neighborhood schools

FGNA Contact Info:
Facebook: www.facebook.com/FoundersGrove
FGNA’s address: 1219 E. Washington St. Bloomington, IL 61701

and businesses thrive.

• To share expert information about

topics of interest, such as gardening
and home restoration.
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Prez on the Edge
By Amanda Hill, Mercer
When I agreed to take on the role of president of the neighborhood association, I
never thought that I'd be the president during a pandemic! I am so thankful for the
wonderful board members I serve with that help make decisions, particularly the
tough decisions we've had to make during this time. We are a group of diverse
minds and opinions that I value and respect deeply, just like our neighborhood!
While we have received many positive comments during this time, there have been
a handful of negative responses, so I feel it is appropriate to take the time to assure
everyone that we will continue to do what is safe for our neighbors, and urge you
to only participate in those activities in which you feel comfortable. I want to ensure
everyone that when we decide to cancel or move forward with events, a lot of
thought and consideration goes into the decision. We look at our current guidelines
from the governor and health department. We consider the event space and
determine if we can meet social distancing and other guidelines during the event. A
great deal of time and consideration goes into this process.

2020-2022 FGNA
Boa r d Memb er s
President: Amanda Hill
309-706-4907
Ahill8407@gmail.com

Vice President: Rochelle Gridley
309-838-2597
rochellegridley@gmail.com

Secretary: Sonya Embry
sonyajeremy@yahoo.com
Treasurer/Webmaster:
Neil Gridley
nmgridl@ilstu.edu

Moving forward as we navigate through this
time, there will undoubtedly be more events
that will be canceled, traditional events that
won't even get planned, and some events that
we will move forward with that we feel we can
safely hold. I would love to keep our Facebook
page as a positive place for our community, so
please direct any concerns
to fgnabloomington@gmail.com and we will
respond as quickly as possible.
I also want to take a moment to address the financial status of the neighborhood
association as we have received several inquiries. We do anticipate there to be a
negative impact on funds, as we rely heavily on donations and fundraisers like our
FGNA calendar. The annual bake sale is one fundraiser that we most likely will not
be having this year that brings in a substantial gain. All of our activities are funded by
voluntary donations, so if you feel inclined to make a donation please reach out to
me or any board member.
Wishing you all the best and stay well!

Amanda

Social Chair: Todd Trainor
tnt98@comcast.net

Block Captain Coordinator:
Matt Lollar
lollarmatt@hotmail.com

Newsletter Editor:
Sandra Underwood
sandra.underwood@frontier.com
•

Social Media: Rhonda Massie
rmassie@hotmail.com

Historian: Rochelle Gridley
rochellegridley@gmail.com

E-List Manager: Bob Dawson
Bob@Dawson1.com

Member at Large: Matt Lollar
lollarmatt@hotmail.com

Some residents have inquired about the trimming of low hanging branches on trees
that are between the street and city sidewalk, and thus on city property.

Member at Large: Todd Vincent
jtvincent@att.net

We received this response from David Lamb, the Assistant
Superintendent of Parks: “We were in the area that
includes Founders’ Grove for circuit trimming in 2017 we
will be back to do the whole section in 2022. Our goal is
to hit every tree in town at least once every 5 years. We
certainly can address any issues or specific trees if we
knew which block or addresses were of concern.”
The myCityBlm app can be used to report such requests.
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“The final day is the worst, trying to get everybody in line,” Casey said. “But after the parade, it’s knowing what you did.”

Over the years, the ice cream bars and popcorn treats after the parade have become brunches graciously hosted by Mike and
Nancy Schulz in their backyard. Glockenspiels and toy instruments have been traded for drummers and bagpipers leading the
parade with decorated tri-cycles, bicycles, wagons, strollers, children, and pets. And the once extensive planning for the
parade for some has been reduced down to a quick 5 minute hustle to tape streamers to wagons just before the start of the
parade.
This year, the Founders’ Grove Fourth of July parade carried on this 64th year in a time of pandemic, and required planning
unlike previous events. Although we weren’t able to gather for the neigbhorhood brunch, we enjoyed a full brass band in
addition to our regular drummers, which made it all the more special. Following the parade, spectators were delighted with a
small concert by the brass band and a brief sing-a-long. The official 2020 tally marked 72 participants, including two dogs and
a cat. Sincere thanks to those who thoughtfully considered safety measures for parade participants and viewers. Because of
your due diligence, many were able to continue to enjoy our ongoing tradition.
"The annual parade was a blessed relief from months of uncertainty and sadness. Seeing so many
smiling faces celebrating our community and country was such a needed refreshment!"
-Jessica Kenter, Jackson Street
"Our family loved being a part of our favorite parade this year! We loved the band that led us, all of
the happy neighbors and the smiles it brought to our girls' faces!"
-Jenna Francis, Oakland Avenue
What transcends over the years is the gathering of Founders’ Grove-ers, young and old – from the
kiddos who feel a little ‘big time’ parading around their neighborhood in wagons and bikes draped
with patriotic frills – to those who attend from around the neighborhood to cheer them on. What
a wonderful moment of a neighborhood together, witnessing the simple joy and spirit of community.
(Excerpts of article are from the FGNA 2011 newsletter that gave the history of the FGNA July 4 Parade in the form of an article
reprinted with permission from The Pantagraph).

‘
Check out the following places for updates: fgna.org and https://www.facebook.com/FoundersGrove
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Social News
By Todd Trainor, 1200 block of E. Grove
Blast from the past: Recently my neighbor offered me a copy of the original Founders’ Grove
newsletter from the fall of 2001. They stumbled across it when they were going through stuff. Did
you know the first newsletter did not have a name for the neighborhood association? The naming
committee provided the following options for a name: Woodland Grove, Prairie Oaks, Oak Grove,
with majority eventually selecting FOUNDERS’ GROVE. Job well done! Many of the first
volunteers still live in the neighborhood : Virginia Gill, Tracy Wapp, Amy Themer, Adele Krones,
Jessica Ryder, Jeanne Riordan, and David Beich. Next time you see them, be sure to extend gratitude
for their ideas and direction which has kept this association thriving for 19 years. FGNA is probably
one of the only active neighborhood associations in this area. Many thanks to you!!
Well it has been an interesting few months for all of us with the unknown future ahead. As a social
neighborhood association we are staying positive by planning most activities as usual with the
understanding that some events may be canceled determined by the current state guidelines. With all scheduled events, we
encourage practicing social distancing as well as allowing hosts to decide if they want to proceed with the event. We had an
awesome adapted 4th of July parade with a short concert afterwards. I want to personally thank John and his band for taking
time to entertain us which brought a patriotic smile to all; also to Sandra Underwood for leading us in song, and Ken Clements
for being the official Statistical Director for the last few years…you will be missed!
Check out the Clip-N-Save (page 6), fgna.org and our Facebook page for announcements and future events. Be well!

Todd

FGNA—The Good Life: Margaret & Victor of E. Grove St.
Todd Trainor, 1200 block of E. Grove St.

Hello to one Founders’ Grove newest homeowners on the 1200 block of Grove Street, Margaret and Victor!
Margaret grew up in Polo, IL. She attended ISU where she earned a Bachelor’s in Special Education, Low
Vision Blindness and a Masters in Teaching and Learning. She is currently employed at ISU (Metcalf) as a
Teacher of the Visually Impaired for HILIA, Heart of Illinois Low Incidence Association. She also services
students with visual impairments in Unit 5 schools. Victor grew up in Galesburg, IL, attended IWU and
earned a bachelor’s in psychology. He worked as a crew leader for Reinhart Grounds Maintenance, and is
now pursuing a career as an Electrical Apprentice through IBEW Local 197 here in Bloomington.
The two met four years ago when their best friends introduced them to each other. They hit it off on their
first date and have been together ever since.
They picked their first home in Founders’ Grove because of its sweet charm, as well as the beautiful,
inviting, and safe neighborhood. They knocked out many of their home projects as soon as they moved in,
so they are now taking a break and enjoying summer.
When asked what they loved so far about Founders’ Grove. They replied “We both love the people! We have some of the
nicest neighbors and have met so many friendly people who walk by our home. We feel so blessed to be a part of this
neighborhood.” Victor states his favorite style of home is “Whatever Margaret’s dream home is.” He’s also drawn to homes
that are full of rustic character and charm, original woodwork, a nice size yard and many trees. Founders’ Grove is a perfect fit!
What the future holds for these two is some minor renovation projects on their home and possibly a dog someday soon!
A few of Margaret’s favorite things include the color pink and baking. She’s mastered gluten free desserts. Victor’s favorite
color is gray. His favorite activities include working with the youth and giving back to the community by coaching basketball and
subbing in the school districts.
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Wet & Wildly Successful Plant Exchange 2020
Anne O’Neill, 1900 Block E. Jackson

Thank you to everyone who participated by either sharing plants or giving them
new homes. We saw many new faces this year both dropping off plants and picking
up plants. Even though we didn't get to see everyone, it was still a fun event.
Todd and I always say that we love the plant exchange because people go home
happy, and this year was no exception. Our highlight was witnessing a moment
when a neighbor, who found an excellent jade plant and left with the best smile.
This year’s selection from the FGNA neighbors included: Sedum, digitalis, hostas,
tomatoes, irises, phlox, daisies, vinca, canna, coral belles, houseplants, Japanese
forest plants, and more. It was a big year for black-eyed susans, ferns, garlic,
onions, and of course several varieties of lilies. My mother once told me to
“Embrace the lilies: They bloom in June when nothing else does!”

Congratulations Class of 2020!!
Whether you graduated from grade school,
high school, college, or retired from teaching,
your neighborhood celebrates your milestone
and wishes you all the best!

Neighbor-to-Neighbor Classifieds
Local services available in your own backyard!!
Mira Crawford, 815-931-4807
Freshly baked and delivered, delicious Spanish almond cake, 8 inch round, cost $10.
Casper or Josie Trainor, 309-828-8863
“Casper the Friendly Pet Sitter” in Founders’ Grove— reliable, responsible & reasonable.

Bella and Poppy Henry, 309-532-5444
Babysitting and lawnmowing services by teenage sisters Bella and Poppy Henry.
Callista and Reese Huber, Gwen Suess, Reese, GR8safesitters@gmail.com or 309-824-1526
Callista (age 15 and CPR certified) and Reese (age 13) Huber and Gwen Suess (age 14) all live within the FGNA
neighborhood and can get transportation to/from most locations. They are all safe sitter certified.
Available for various ages and multiple children at a time.
Katie Graehling, penguinqueen14@hotmail.com or 309-205-9797
Available for dog walking, babysitting, pet sitting , mothers helper, mowing, yard work
Seeki ng or want i ng t o offer a se rv ice? Nei g hbor - t o - Nei ghbo r Cla ss ifi eds i s a f re e one - t ime se rv ice
ava il abl e t o you! Con t act : sand ra .unde rwo od@front ie r. com
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In Plain Sight
Your mission, should you choose to accept it, is to identify the location of
each of the photos below.
•
All photos have been taken within the boundaries of Founders’ Grove.
•
The next newsletter edition will reveal the answers (most of the
answers will be addresses, but not all)
•
Get ready to be the proud owner of bragging rights if you are able to
find all!
Good luck!

^ Where do you have stand to see this?

Clip-N-Save Calendar
Dates and events listed below are to the best of FGNA board knowledge at the time of print.
Stay tuned to the FGNA Facebook page, emails, or contact a board member for updated information.
We can’t wait to see you!
- August Fri. Aug. 14: FriYaY@7p; Hosts: Susan Moore & Ted
Masters; 411 Leland
Sun. Aug. 16: Back to School Ice Cream Social; 2:00 p.m.
Oakland Elementary School Playground, 1605 E. Oakland
- September Fri. Sept. 11: FriYaY@7p. Host: Sandra Underwood;
1511 E. Olive. Outdoor only. Bring a chair.
Thurs. Sept. 17: Mystery Lover’s Book Club; 7:00 p.m.
Host: Jen Johnson, Zoom
Sat. Sept. 19: FGNA Palooza; 4-10 p.m. Matt Lollar, 1304
E. Grove (backyard) Check FB page/email for upcoming
details
Tues. Sept. 22: Washington Street Book Club; 7:00 p.m.
See email for Zoom details. rochellegridley@gmail.com

- October Thurs. Oct. 1: FGNA Member Meeting; 7:00 p.m.
Centennial Christian Church. Guest Speaker: Kathy Yoder,
McLean County Coroner
Fri. Oct. 9: (Note start time change begins for HH)
Happy Hour; 5:30 p.m. Hosts: TBD
Thurs. Oct. 15: Mystery Lover’s Book Club; 7:00 p.m. Host:
Jen Johnson, 1413 E. Grove St.
Fri. Oct. 16: FGNA 3rd quarter newsletter items due end of
day to Sandra @ sandra.underwood@frontier.com
Tues. Oct. 27: Washington Street Book Club; 7:00 p.m.
1219 E. Washington St. rochellegridley@gmail.com
- November Fri. Nov. 13: Happy Hour; 5:30 p.m. Hosts: TBD
Thurs. Nov. 19: Mystery Lover’s Book Club; 7:00 p.m.
Host: Jen Johnson, 1413 E. Grove St.
Tues. Nov. 24: Washington Street Book Club; 7:00 p.m.
1219 E. Washington St. rochellegridley@gmail.com

E-Mail Updates: Get on our E-LIST by contacting Bob Dawson, Bob@Dawson1.com or sign up at any happy
hour for breaking news, upcoming events, and announcements (FGNA never shares email addresses).
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